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GREAT VIBKBAlf. THE com

, We publish in full this morning the cone

Tfa

epondenoe of the British foreign office with oar
minister. Mason, the United 'States minis
ter. Mr. Adams, ard the British embassadar at
Washington, Lord Lyons, touching the Ameri

can war acd the attitude of Great Britain
toward the belligerents, which has recently

- been brought before the public by a resolution
of Parliament. Mr. Mason's correspondence

Ge

Mr

runs through a period of about a year, and dis

cretes with ability and clearness the questions
of blockade, recognition and intervention.

After reading all the letters, remarks the Rich

mond fPkig, no impartial mind will fail to cob
clnde that Mr. M. has presented these subjects

in such a light as to show, on the part of

the British government, a gross disregard

of precedent and law, a shameless inter
no'&tion and distortion of the treaty of Paris,

a heartless insensibility to fie jcleims of hu
manity, and a cowardly forgetfnlness of what
was due to the manhood of the renowned

British race. The most perfect neatfality that
eonld possibly have been maintained would

have operated unequally on the Confederate

States : but not content with that, the British
government, after inviting our accession to the
treatv of Paris, and obtaining from that acces-

sion all the benefits it gives a neutral, has
chosen to interpret that treaty in a way that
deprives us of the onlv corresponding benefit

that coeld lT accrued to ns This is strong-l- y

set forth in one of the letters of Mr. Ma-bo- b

Tin position laid down by Earl
BOBBELL as to the requisites necessary to

be possessed and presented on the part
of a government claiming recognition,
though thess rfliisites are not wanting in our
ca is not in accordance with nu nemos cases

in Br tish history. Lord Russell places the

great people whose organ in this matter he is, in
the disgraceful, and, we believe, false attitude,
of having no other rule of conduct than inter-

est and policy. And even these Le has alto-

gether miejidged, under a childish terror of

BsvA2D and his threats It will not be many

year when
ooliey tows.

Confederate States adopt the

Britain to which the course

H ber foreign minister provokes u, she will re

pent in sackcloth and ashes, that she tolerated

him for a day. It can never be forgotten

that for mre than two years that govern

ment occupied toward us, in this our strug-

gle for liberty and life, a ground of preten- -

ahd BMtraiity, all the benefits of which went
to our enemies, while all its hardships fell

the plain and solemn meaning of a treaty into

which v' had perfidiously induced us to enter.
jL It caW never be forgotten, that for more than
V two years f biocdy and desolating war, the
law norrors or wnrcn www inseireiircu imj pruioxrgva
Wm bv hr 8ne refused us the recognition to

srhien we were eniiuea Dy me nigoesi proo's
rer presented in the history of the world by

may people asxertirg a claim to independence.

.The mighty kingdom, for which this narrow-minde- d

and goalless secretary speaks, was

aver. itself, put such a test we have been
compelled to undergo, and have undergone tri
amphantiy. These thugs, we say, will not,
and ougbt not be, forgotten, when we come
iiereefter establish those relations of amity
and commerce to which peace will give birth.

In commenting upon the same correspond
aa;.-e- . the Ricbtrj'tnd nauirer says

The extraordinary diplomatic corTeepondenee
between Mr. Mason, the Confederate minister
in England and Earl Russell, the meanest of
mankind. be been published by Parliament.
Mr Davis should proclaim day of humiliation
after reading it. ioi toai in" uomeueraie mi
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r too much nor too little; and aaid it well.
is truly to witness the poei-b- e

Confederacy's representative occupies,
i occupied for more than a year; ptitior.-mbl- y

fer a personal, not offi 'ial, interview
erased because Lord John Rassell thinks
od can be fleeted by talking with Mr.

coald be boed that the cause of the
y eonld be in ar.y way a vanced by aught
tnicisier can do or say, it would be weak
aft outs whic'i disgrace only those who
hem. in the baaoee But nations and
menu are guided in affairs like these by
ereatooit: and they know what that is
than any foreign minister can tell them
id has no iuterest in putting an end to
ar. but a very strong one in the

of the Southern Confederacy
reeeoce of its suppliant representative.
lb"T Kirai'g. on the doorsteps of Lord
ls boose, is a quiet end comfortable as
e, that the Confederacy is still intact, and
i the align test intention of going back
s Union. But his dprture, hopeless and
d, wivald awaUen an interest in him nevr
ore. The idea that the Cocf-dera- cv mizbt

itatesm-- n are capable of feeling. Those
po;e it to be the interest of mr cause
ope 3 believe this country is pow-lite- d,

successful, confident, and deter-,t- x

a long war, however true that belief
are very certainly in error. If. nn the

', the Confederacy was thought by the
of Europe to be exhausted, dis--

broke-- and on the peint cf dissoln-- v

wnold move at once and decisively
all of our useless nod mortified minis-ol- d

do much to excite that opinion ; and
offensive to the national vanity, it would
as painful to real pride and
spectacle with which we are now pre--

Another Skirmish Capt. Herron, who

had been sent from PoncLatoula with m detach-

ment of cavalry to make an effort to secure the
guns on the Federal gunboat destroyed at the
month of Amite river, returned on Sandav.
He succeeded in getting one of the gnns on

board a sehooorr, and reached the mouth of

Tickfaw river, wfcen lie discovered he was pur-

sued by a detachment of Federals belonging
to the Sth Michigan- These were ambuscaded
with suecea the party being driven back with
B lO's ef one kiiled and eight prisoners. Two
of the prisoners are commissioned officers. The
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humiliating

arrenee on ovr side to be regretted is,

overboard to

p as compelled to throw the gun

; roent is made from Hernando
rday, that General Efetf's man
eer-ainl-

y gone np to

Ef Thanks are dne Lieutenant Wi

for a copy of the The New Orleans
IQJa inst.

MoBtpi

orSmigfon !

COTtBNOB BABBift' I tTTlB.
We invite attention to the letter of Governor

Harris, published elsewhere this morning. It
will be seen he is positive in the opinion that an
election must be held f r Governor, etc , in
October next. This being the case, we earn-

estly exhort the people of the State to pursue

the line of policy indicated, at the proper time.

to secure the desired end Ot course Governor

H. speaks disinterestedly, as he is ineligible to

the position he now holds, and his counsels will

not pass unheeded. There need be no strife for

power or place ; there should be none. Oa the

contrary, all the Southern rights strength that
can be brought out should be concentrated M

indicated. It it is done, the destinies of Ten-

nessee will not for a moment pass beyond the

control of her own true sous. By divisions a
different result, and one greatly to be depre-

cated, may ensue.

The Governor's compliment to the oppressed

people of the State, is deserved. By none,

more than them, will a triumph of the tree men

of the State be bailed with the liveliest satisfac-

tion, notwithstanding they may not be able to

contribute their fall strength to its accomplish-

ment. Al! such, whether in exile or under the

rule of the enemy, will nuite in prayers that the
cheerful predictions in the closing paragraph of
the letter referred to may be realized. To that
end the efforts of all will be directed.

THE rSwfctTHtCKN PKACK PARTI.
The most significant movement of this part?

that we have of late seen, is the demonstration
in New York city announced in our dUpatees
of yesterday evening. Very able and eloquent
speeches were made and very strong resolutions
adopted in favor of peace. This movement and

its objects will be greatly strengthened by the

repulse of the Federals at Charleston. The two

incidents chime in well together. The North
has of late received many strong And forcible

reasons for strengthening its conviction that the

South cannot be conquered. Repulsed and

beat back at every point, their armies have brt
converted into mere marauding parties. The
morale of their troops is gone They have

done their best fighting, all the fighting in fact
they care to do, and have turned their atte ntion

to burning and stealing.
We hope the movement set on foot at the

Cooper institute will spread and gather strength
as it goes. If the Democrats of ths North will

bat convert themselves into a gennine bojia fide
peace party, the cowardiy Republicans will do

but littlf or n o nmre fiVhfing.

Scouts report from LaGrange as late as the
11th, the arrival of reinforcements, and heavy
shipments of commissary and quartermaster's
stores from Memphis. Also, that it was rumored
in the Federal camps that the new programme
was to send a force along each of the three rail-

roads leading south into Mississippi from Mera,-phi-

Grand Junction and Corinth. Such a big

job will scarcely be undertaken, but one of the

rentes ind tested will probably be undertaken.
Tupelo, Abbeville or Granada, may soon be-

come points of .interest again.
Ramon have also been received from the

same source that a portion of Grant's army
has gone by water to join Roskcrans.

BP The Richmond correspondent of the

Charleston Mercury says that many of our con-

gressmen are doing their own cooking in order

to live cheaply. Com meal in Richmond is

respondent
In another letter, he says that a friend lately

come from Yankee land, gives it as the opinion
of one entitled to respect, that the revolution
there is fast ripening, and that causes, appar-
ently the most trifling, may any day bring it
into fall maturity. " It is the last feather that
breaks the camei' hark "

Arrested The New Orleans En of tre
10th, announces the arrest of Msjjr J. W.
Breedlove, .rth Virginia artillery, Ralf V. Lpsy,
Leprellet Miller, and Henry Swiitr, who were
captured while endeavoring to pars the Fede-
ral Bes out of the citv. Mr. Switzr is "
old 8t Lmis steamboat eaptain, who formerly
commanded the Alouzi Child, Falis City, and
other river packets, and whei arrested had in
his possesion a large amount of Confederate
money tied up in a bandker hicf and cocct aled
about his person. The Era intimates that some
of the gentlemen will be treated as spies.

Br" An exchange state that Hen John H.
Ragan, Postmaster-Geners- l of the Confederate
States, is a native of East Tennessee. Ho wss
born in Sevier county within a few miles of
the paternal roof of Msjor Genera! McCowan,
and received his primary edooation at the

Nancy academy," located in tAe ancient town
of SevierviHe. When quite a youngs man he
removed to Texav and took an active part in
tbe first Texas rerflu'in.

X3T In view of the expected battle at Charles-

ton, the non combatants were notified to leave
that city on the 7:h inst. Notice was given that
free tickets would be famished those in indigent
circumstances, and a place of security assigned
them in the interior.

Frost The Millidgsville Union of the 7th,
ys : "There was a heavy frost in Saturday

last, in this place. Tender vegetables were cut
down. The fruit wss not ii jured. so far as we
could learn. Wheat was not advanced enough
to be hurt.

Corinth The latest report from this point
is to the effect that it was occupied by a Federal
force about 7000 strong, including 800 cavalry.
The indications were tLat they intended to stay
a while, judging from preparation that were
making.

iy We have be-- amused not a litlo rn
reading the New Orleans Era'$ account of Far-rsgnt- 's

chatsrxing up and down the river. As
MePherson would say, speaking truthfully,
" Lord, how the Em is given to lying.''

The Tennessee Riv fr. Tfcisttream is re-

ported falling fast, in the Northern press rs D

bs by our own intelligence. Ganboat raids to

North Alabama will soon be impossible.

fy The New York Herald says gold

fallen in expctaton of an early peace.
Las

The Tines.
We have no news from the front of impor-

tance. The report that one of our regiments of
cavalry had been captured hj the enemy is a I

humbug. And the capture of two Federal cav-
alry regiments is, we fear, another humbug ; I

at least there is more doubt about it than we J

like.
Our cavalry in Kentucky have captured

about three hundred Yankees, including Lieut.-Co- l.

Adams.
The high fight, we think, will come soon,

in Tennessee. The Yankees will make a des-
perate tffort. Wa believe tboy are reinforced,
and we believe Yankee reinforcements are going j

into Kentucky.
Read what Gov. Harris nays in bis letter, to

be found in another column. lie hal'eves we
will repossess our State soon. Winchester Bui- -

tetim, 7th. I

THK (OSPiltnttTF STATES AMI
liBKAT KttlTAIH.

Diplomatic Cvit ftpmtdettre The
ntr.

Block- -

Mr. Meson to Earl Russell.
NO. 109, PICCAD1U.T. Loienos,

April 1, 1862. J

Mv Lord : On the 17th of February last, I
had the honor to submit to your lordshio a print
ed list of vessels entered and cleared at ports in
the Island of Cuba, from and to some of the
blockaded ports of the Confederate States of
America, up to the month of December, 1861,

inclusive ; and in ray letter accompanying the
list, I stated that the,) were sent to me from Ha
vana, and were "taken from official documents
there by a gentleman of intelligence and integ-

rity, well known to me, and worthy of entire re-

liance."
I have now the honor of submitting to your

lordship printed lists taken from the same ffieial
oarce, of vessels from certain of the block-

aded ports of the Confederate States, which,
with their respective cargoes, entered the ports
of Havana and Matarzss, in Cuba, for the
months of January and February in the pros
ent year.

These lists came by the last West Indian
mail, were sent to me by th gentleman above
referred to, and are entitled to full credit.

They show that in January and February last
ten vessels from New Orleans and six from Mo-

bile hid entered the ports indicated in Cuba,
making with those of others from the blockaded
ports ia all twenty five vei-sel- not prevented
by the alleged blockade from successful ven-

tures to a foreign port. I have, etc ,

J. M. Mason.
This letter contained an inclosura setting

forth a list cf vessels which arrived at Havana
and Matansas from ports of the Confederate
States of America during the months ot Jan-
uary and February, 1862, with a description of
;h-- ;r cargotg landed. The vesse's numbered
twenty-eigh- t, and the table shows that they were
all owned either in the rebel States or England.
Tby ran from New Orleans, Mobile, Pensacoia,
Galveston, Charleston, and some few other ports.
The msjority of them landed cotton, and the
others rosin and turpentine

Eal Russell to Mr. Mason.
Foreign Officb, April 14, 1862 Earl Rus-

sell presents his compliments to Mr. Mason, and
begs leave to acknowledge the receipt of Mr.
Mason's letter of the 1st instant, relative to the
blockade of the ports of the Southern coast of
North America.

Mr. Mason to Earl Russell..
No. 54 J vokshike Street. Portlasd )

Place. London, July 7, 1863 I
MvLoRD: I am instructed by a recent dis-

patch from the of the Navy of the
f Confederate States of America, to bring to the

attentio or your lorctfitiip wbat would seem to
be au addition engrafted by her Majesty's Gov-
ernment on the principle of the law of block-
ade, as established by the Convention of Paris
in 1856, and ac.-epte- by the Confederate States
of America, at the invitation of her Majesty's
Government. .

In the i'.g'ruftttont. to me the text of the Con-venti- o

i of Paris is quoted in the following
words :

' Blockades, in order to be binding, must be
uffst'ttM; that is to say, maintained by a force
sufficient really to prevent access to the coast of
the enemy "

And the dispatch of the Secretary ef State
then proceeds :

The Confederate States, aft. r being recog-
nised as a belligerent power by the Governments
of Fiaoce and Great Britain, were informally
rrq iested by both those powers to accede this
declarer on. as being a correct exposition of in
tortkatWDBl law. Thus invited, this Government
vielded its assent.

Great, then, was the surprise of the President
st finding, in the published correspondence be-

fore alluded to, (referring to the papers laid be
tore Pari:
d.) tbef

in his letie
ruary last :

Her Mi

are sta'iom
port KuffiVi'

uel.iDg the American block
lowing expressions of Earl Russell,
to Lord Lyons, of the 15th of Feb- -

(sty government, however, are of
'., assuming that the blockade wss
I, and also that a number of ships
1 aud remain at the entrance of a

really to prevent access to it, or
to crtalt an evident danger ef entering or leaving
it, and that the ships So not voluntarily permit
egrees r.r ingrejg, tee tact that various ships may
have successfully escaped through it, (as in par-
ticular instances referred to,) will not of itself
prevent the blockade from being an effectual
one by intematianal law.

Y- u will perceive that the words in italics are
an addition to the definition of the treaty of
T r , a-- r.
rail.-- ui i - o

If such be the interpretation placed by Great
Britain on the treaty of &6, it is but just that
this government should be so officially informed.

it is that this government did not, nor
could it anticipate that the very doctrine in re-
lation to blockade, formerly maintained by
Gr &. Britain, and which al' Enrop supposed
to be abandoned by the treaty of 1856, would
again be asserted by that government.

The language of her Majsty's Secretary of
hb m Kir iunigu anairs, may not nave Been in-

tended to bear the construction now attributed
to it; but it is evidently susceptible of this in
terpretation, and we oannot be too cautions in
guarding our rights in a matter which must, in
future, as well the prerent.so deeply involve
the interests of the Confederacy.

As a warrant for the assertion in the dispatch
of the Secretary, that the superadded words pro-
mulgated a doctrine in relation to blockade, for-
merly maintained by Great Britain. I am ri

.1 by him to the text of the treaty between
Gre: Britain and Prussia in 1861, as follows :

" That in order to determine wbat character-
izes a blockaded port, that denomination is given
Only where there is. by the disposition of the
power which attacks it with ships stationary or
sufficiently near, an evident danger in entering
Art 3. sec 4.

The force and effect of these superadded
wards, it mast be plain to your lordship, has
materially aud most prejudicially affected, and
mut continue so to affect, during the existing
war, tbo interests of the Confederate States, nor
could this b bettor shown than by the illustra-tio- n

adopted in the letter leferred to, from your
iordship to Lord Lyons, that

The fad that tarions ships may have escaped
through it (the blockade) teUt not of itself prevent
the blockade from being an effectual one by inter-
national law- -

It
vari

be readily admitted that the fact that
ships cnteiiog or leaving a port havo

?ucccssfnlly escaped a blockading Fquadron,
does not show that there may not have been an
evident danger in so entering or leaving it ; but
it certainly does show that the blockade was not,
in the lanfruage of the treaty of Paris, maintain-
ed by a force sufficient, really, to prevent access
to the coast of the enemy."

I have, therefore, the honor to request, for the
information of my government that your lord-
ship will be. good enough to enable me to solve
the doubt entertained by the President of the
Confederate States as to the construction placed
by the government of her Majesty on the text of
the convention of Paris, as accepted by the

of the Confederate States in the terms
hereinbefore cited that is to say, whether a
blockade is to bo considered effective when
mainta ned at an enemy's port by a tores suffi
cient to create an " evident danger " of entering
or leaving it ; aud not alone, where sufficient,
" really to prevent access "

O'l the subject of the alleged blockade, I was
notifi-- d from the Department of State of the
Confederate States, aid am instructed to lay
before yoylqrdahip, a her Majesty's Secretary
of S'at" for Foreign Affairs, the accompanying
list of ves-l- s entered and cleared at the port of
Cnar'oston, 8ouh Carolina, in the months of
Nirven-bs- r ar d December, 1861. and of Janu-
ary, February and March, 1362; at the port of

he months of October,
November ni December. 1861: at Galveston,
Toxii?. for the months rf D .comber, 1861, aud
January and February, 1862; at New Orleans.
L foT tbe months of November and
December. 1861 and February, 1862; at Pens
cola, Florida, for the m mths ot December, 1861.
and January and February, 1862; at Apalachi-cola- .

Florida, lor the months of December. 1861,
and January, 1862, and at Port Lavaca, Texas,

The doctrines of international law certainly
are that war does not pat an end to commerce
betwuea a belligerent and neutrals, except at
ports and pi sees actnilly bloekaded; and yet in
the strange and anomalous pretensions of ths

United States, apparently acquiesced in by
neutral powers, all commerce between neutrals
and the Confederate States is prohibited along
the entire coast line of some two thousand five
hundred miles. Armed vessels cruise along the
coast, and capture all neutrals that fall into
their way, on the allegation that the entire coast
is under blockade. The Confederate States, as
is known, have never been commercial, their
carrying trade being almost entirely in the
hands of other nations. Were it otherwise, lit-

tle effect would be produced upon their com-

merce by this mies-une- blockade. As it is, the
few ships and other vessels armed by them have,
from the beginning of the war, been actively
and pre fiiably employed in carrying their pro-

ducts to foreign ports and in bringing back sup
plies. Not one in ten, in the large number of
voysgea so made, it is believed has been cap-

tured; and had that respect been enacted for neu-

tral rights which the law of nations provides,
commerce between Europe e.cd the Confederate
States would have hen comparatively but little
interrupted. And in this view, I am instructed
to inquire, whether it may not be practicable
to require of the blockading power to specify
from time to time, the ports claimed to be ac-

tually bloekaded. Besides tbe larger ports (few
in number in the Confederate States) there are
numbers of srcaller 'o vos. accessible from the
sea, where commerce: continues to be carried on
with foreign nations a tbe f )W vessels possessed
by Confederate and were blockaded
ports designated these latter would at once be
open to the commerce of the world in anything
not contraband. How far this would be advan-
tageous to neutral powers, it remains for them
to determine. The article of cotton alone taken
from such ports which are not and have not
been blockaded, but commerce with which is
intercepted by armed cruisers occasionally pass-
ing along the coast, wnald go far to supply the
pressing demand of En opean manufactures.

In this connection, I utn instructed emphati-
cally to disc'aim any policy in the Confederate
States govf rnment to prohibit or discourage the
export of cotten. It has been the policy of the
enemy to propoxate such belief, and perhaps,
to some extent, it may have obtained- credence
in Europe. On the contrary, I am instructed to

her Majesty's government that if Europe
is without Amercan cotton, it is because Europe
has not, thought ht to sei-- her ships to America
for cotton. Were the bl okadiug power required
strictly to designate the ports and places block-
aded, and to maintain the same by adequate
force from this? other p ta thus e'etfly ascer-
tained to be open to tm !. any amount of cot-
ton required would be freely offered in ex-
change for the manufactures of Europe. There
is no lack of this great article of export in the
interior of the Southern States. It has not
been brought to the sea our because there was
little demand for exportation, and it would other-
wise be saject to depredation by tbe enemy.
Wherever they approach ii. is destroyed by fire,
to prevent its falling into their bands ; but let
the blockaded ports be designated, as required
by public law, and it will freely flow to tbe
coast at other points thereby opened to the
trade of the world.

There is one subject farther in connection
with this alleged blockade to which I am di-

rected to call the attention ot her Majesty's gov-
ernment. It is that vessels of war of the
United States are stationed off ths mouth of the
Rio Grande, with orders not to permit shipments
of cotton to be made from the Mexican port of
Mattamoras. It is claimed that cotton taken
from the Confederate States to Matamorai is
lawful subject of capture. In proof of this, I
have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of
an extract of a letter from J. A. Qaintero, the
commercial agent of the Confederate States at
Mitamoras, to the Secretary of State of the Con
federate States

I need not say to your lordship that, although
a maritime blockade may, in some sense, he
frustrated by the carriage of merchandise,
through the medium of interior communication.
from a blockaded to a nentral port, when shipped
from the latter it is no breach of tbe blockade;
vet this is now done at the mouth ol the Rio
Grande, a river forming the boundary between
Mexico ana the uontederate state ot Texas.

I am, etc., J. M. Mason
This letter contained a number of tibular

statements furn'shed by the port collectors to
the Uontederate government. The two first set
forth lists of the vessels which entered and
cleared at the port of Charleston in the months
of Octobor, November and December, 1861,
ana iu January, Peoruary and March, 1862
Similar lists for ihe ports of Savannah, Galves
ton, New Orleans. Pensacoia, Apalacbicola and
Ai'tvacca, lexas. were also forwarded J

Mr Layard to Mr. Mason.
Foreign Ofpick, July 10, 1862.

Sir: lam directed by Earl Russell to ac-
knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th
inst., respecting the blockade of the Southsrn
coast ot North America.

Iam, etc, A. H. Layard

intervention.
Mr. Mason to Earl Russell.

No. 54, Devonshire Street.
Portland Place

London, July 17, 1863.
MY Lord: In late proceed mars of Pariia

ment, and in reply to inquiries made in each
house as to the 'nt u'v-- ot her Mij sty's gov-
ernment to tender offices of mediation to the
contending powers in North America, it was re

plied, in substance, by Lord Palmerston and
your lordship, that her Majesty's government
had no snch inteution at present ; because, al-

though this government would be ever ready to
offer such media.-io- whenever it might b con-
sidered that such interposition would be of
avail, it was believed by the government that,
in the present or irritated temper of the
belligerents, any such offr might be misinter-
preted, and might have an cff:ct contrary to
what was intended.

I will not undertake, of course, to express
any opinion of the correctness of this view so
far as it mav apply to th government or peo-
ple of the United States, but as the terms would
seem to have been applied equally to the gov-
ernment or people of the Confederate 8tates of
America, I feel warranted in the declaration
that while it is the unalterable purpose of that
government and the people to maintain the in-
dependence they have ashieved, whilst under
no circumstances or contingencies will thev
ever again come under a common government
with those now constituting the United States ;
and although tbey do not in any form invite
such interposition, yet they can see nothing in
their position which could make either offen
sive or irritating a tender of such offices on the
part ef her Msjety's government, as might
lead to a termination ot the war a war hope
lessly carried on against them,t and which is at-
tended by a wanton waste of human life, at,
which humanity shudders. On tbe contrary, I
can entertain no doubt that such offer wonld be
received by the government of the Confederate
States of America with that high consideration
and respect due to the benign purpose in which
it would have its origin.

I have, etc., J. M. Mason.
Earl Russell to Mr. Mason

Foreign Office, July 24, 1862.
SIR : I have the honor to acknowledge the

receipt of your letter of the 17th inst , respect-
ing tbe intention expressed by her Msjesty's
government to refrain from any present offer of
mediatian between" the contending parties in
North America, and I have to state to you. in re-
ply, that in the opinion of her Majesty's gov-
ernment, any proposal to the United States to
recognise the Southern Confederacy would irri-
tate tbe United States, and any proposal to the
Confederate States to return to the Union would
irritate the Confederates.

This was the meaning of my declarations in
Parliament upon ;hr '"bjXt.

1 m etc ' Russell.
recognition.

Mr. Mason to Earl Russell.
No. 5, Devonshire St., Forthnr Place,

. London. July 34, 1862. J
MY Lord: In the interview I had tbe honor to

have with your lordship in February last, I laid
iFtiUij jroui lurosDip, unaer instructions from the

by that government, leading to the
ucuoi uut it wm, or ngnt, entitled to be recog-
nised as a separate and independent power, and
to be received as an equal in the great family of
nations. 4

I then represented to your lordship that the
dissolution of the Union of the States of North

By tbe withdrawal therefrom of certain
of the Confederates, was oot to be considered as
a revolution in the ordinary acceptation of that
term; far leas was it to be considered a3 an act

of insurrection or rebellion; that it was, both in
form and fact, but the termination of a Con
federacy which during a long course of years
naa violated the terms of the federal compact
Dy me exercise or unwarranted powers, oppres-
sive and degrading to the minority eoction. That
the seceding parties had so withdrawn as organ-i- s

id political communities, and l ad formed a
new Confederacy, comprising then, as now,
thirteen separate and sovereign States, embrac-
ing an area of 870 61G square miles, and with a
population of 12,000,000. This new Confsd-erac- y

has now been in complete and successful
operation, as a government, for a period of
nearly eighteen month-- ; has provd itself capa
bis of successful defense against every attempt
to subdue or destroy it; aud in a war, conducted
by its late Confederates on a scale to tax to
their utmost power, has presented everywhere a
united people, determined at every cost to main-
tain the independence th?y bad sff rmed.

Sine that interview more than five months
have elapsed, and during that period evants
have but the more fully confirmed the views I
then had the honor to present to your lordship.
The resources, strength aud power of the Con-
federate States developed by these events, I
think, authorize me to assume, as the judgment
and intelligence of all Earops, that the separa-
tion of the States of N rth America is final; that
nrjder no possible circumstances can the late
Federal Union be restored ; that the new Con-
federacy has evinced both the capacity and tho
determination to maintain its independence, and
therefore, with other powers the question ol re-

cognizing that indepeude: ce is simply a ques-
tion of time.

The Confederate States ask no aid from nor
intervention by foreign powers. They are en-

tirely content that ths strict neitlrali'y which has
been proclaimed between the belligerents shall
be adhered to, however uneuqitly it may ope-

rate, because of fortuitous circumstances, upon
them.

But if the principles- and the mora's of the
public law be, when a nation has established
before the world both its capacity and its ability
to maintain the government it has ordane 1 that,
a duty devolves on other nations to recognize
such fact, then I submit that the government of
the Confederate States of America, having sus-
tained itself unimpared, through trials greater
than most nations have been called to endure,
and far greater than any it has yet to meet, has
furnished to the world sufficient proof of stabil-
ity, strength and resources to entitle it to a
place among tbe independent nations of the
earth. I have, etc.,

J. M Mason.

JbV. Mason to Earl Russell.
No. 54, Devonshire Stree I

Pobtlaso Place, Jnly 24, l62
Mr. Mason presents his compliments to Earl

Rnssel, and if agreeable to bis lordship Mr.
Mason would be obliged if Earl Rassell would
allow him the honor of an interview at such
time as may bs convenient to his lordship.

Mr. Mason desires to snbmit to Earl Russell
some views connected With the subject of the
letter he has the honor to transmit herewith,
which he thinks may be better imparted in a
brief conversation.

Earl Russell to Mr. Mason.
Foreign Office, Jan. 31, 1862.

Lord Russell presents his compliments to Mr.
Mason. He begs to assure Mr. Mason that it is
from no want of respect to him that Lord R:fs-se- ll

has delayed sending an answer to his letter
of he24th inst.

Lord Russell has postponed sendin? that an-
swer in order that he might submit a draft ef it
to the Cabinet on Saturday next. It .will be
forwarded on Monday to Mr. Mason.

Lord Russell does not think any advantage
would arise from the personal interview which
Mr. Mason proposes, and must therefore decline
it

correspondence concluded.
Mr. Mason to Earl Rassell

No Si Devonshire Stbeet, (
Portlard Place, Ang ist 1,1862. JMy Lord : In the interview I had the honor

to propose in my late note, I had intended
briefly to snbmit the following views, which I
thought might not be without weight in the
consideration to be given by her Majesty's Gov
. rnment to the request for recognition of the
Confederate States, submitted iu my letter of
me ttn ot July, ultimo. 1 ask leave now to
prefeot thum as supplemental to that letter

If it be true, as there assumed, that in the set
tled judgment of England the separation of the
orates it, nnai, then tbe failure of so irrea!
power to recognise the fact in a formal manner
imparts an opposite belief, and must operate as
an incentive to the. United States to protract the
contest.

In a war, such as that pendipg in America,
where a party in possession of the Government
is striving to subdue those, who, for reasons
saffieienUto thenseives, have withdrawn from
it, the contest will be earned on in the heat of
blood and pi popular excitement long after its
obj ct has become hopeless in the eyes of disin-
terested parti s.

The government itself may feel that its power
is inadequate to bring back the recusant St V"s,
and yet be unable at once to control the fierce
elements which surround it whilst the war
rages Such, it is confidently believed, is the
actnal condition of affairs in America

It is impossible, in the experience of eighteen
mouths of no ordinary trial, in the small results
attained, and in tbe manifest exhaustion of its
resources, that any hope remain with the gov-
ernment of the United States either of brininc
about a res toration of the dissevered Union, or
of subjugating those who have renounced it.
And yet, the failure of foreign powers formally
to recogmae this actual condi'ion of things, dis
ables those in authority from conceding that fact
at home.

Again, it is known that there is a large and
incressing sentiment in the United States in ac
cordance with these views a sentiment which
has its origin m the hard teachings of the war
as it has progressed.

It was believed for so confidentlv affirmed-- !

that there was a large party in the Southern
States devoted to tbe Union, whose presence
and power would be manifested there as soon as
tbe public force of the United States was pres
ent to sustain it. I need not say how fully the
experience of the war has dispelled this

Again, it was believed, and confidentlv relied
on, that in the social structure of the Southern
States there was a large population of the domi-
nant race indifferent, if not hostile, to the basis
on which that social structure rests in which
they were not iotorested, and who would be
found the allies qf those whoie mission was
supposed to be in some way to break it up ; but
the same experience bad shown that tbe whole
population of the South is united, as one people,
in arms to resist the invader.

Nothing remains, then, on which to rest any
hope of conquest but reliance on tbe superior
numbers and tho supposed greater resources of
the Northern 8tates I think the results of the
last (or pending) campaign have proved how
idle such expectations were, against the advan-
tages qf a peop'e fighting at home and bringing
Into a common stotsk of resistance as a freewill
offering all that they possesses, whether of blood
or treasure spectacle now heroically before
tbe world.

It is in human experience that there must be
those in the United States who cannot shut their
eyes to such facts, and yet in the despotic
power now assumed there by the government,
to give expression to any doubt would be to
court the hospitalities of the dungeon.

One word from the government of her Majes
ty would encourage toos people to speak, and
the civilisod world would respond to the truths
they would utter, " that for whatever purpose
the war was begun, it was continued now only
in a Yuv.o.,ve ahu unreasoning spit it, shocking
alike to humanity and civilization." That po
tent word wonld simply be to announce a fact
which a frenaied mind could only dispute, that
the Southern States, now in a separate Confed-
eracy, bad established before the world its com-
petency to maintain the government of its adop-
tion, and its determination to abide by it.

To withhold it, would not onlv seem in dero- -

Mtinn r :r t.'n Km, ,. 1 . - .l
entertained

Confeder.te 8tate.: the'views continence7f". hZ, Tt Zee!, ru"

America,

inous alike to tbe parties engaged in it and to
tha prosperity and wellfare of Earone.

J. M. Mason.
Earl Russell to Mr. Mason.
Foreign Office, August 2, 1862.

out : Jt nave naa the honor to receive vonr
letters of the 84io of July and 1st instant, in
which you repeat the considerations which, in
the opinion of the Government of the
Confederate States, entitled that Government to
b recognised, of right, as a separate and inds- -

pendent power, and to be received as an equal
in the greet family of nations.

Iu again nrging these views you represent, as
before, that the withdrawal of certain of the
Confederates from tbe Union of the States of
North America is not to be considered as a revo-
lution, in the ordinary acceptation of that term,
far less an act of insurrection or rebellion, but as
the termination of a Confederacy which bad,
during a long course of years, violated the ternxs
ot th federal compact.

I beg leave to say, in the outset, that upon
this question ol a right of withdraw!, as upon
that of the previous conduct of the United
States, her Mjesty's governnunt have never
presumed to torra a judgment. The interpreta-
tion of the Constitution of the United States,
and the character cf the procewlings of the
President and Congress of the United States
under that Constitution, must be determined, in
the opinion of her Mejesty's government, by
the Slates and people in North America, who
inherited, and have till recently upheld, that
Constitution. Her Maj sty's government de-

cline altogether the responsibility of assuming
to be judges in such a controversy.

X on state that the Confederacy as a popula
tion of twelve million ; that it has proved itself
Capable for eighteen months of snccessfni de
fense against every attempt to subdue or dentroy
it ; that in the judgment of the intelligence of
all Europe the sepa ation is final, and that, un-
der no possible circumstances, can the late Fed-
eral Union be restored.

O i the other, hand, the Secretary ot State of
the United States has affirmed in an official h,

that a large portion or the once disaffected
population has been restored to the Union, and
now evinces its loyalty and firm adherence to
the government; that the white population now
in insurrection is under five millions, and that
the Southern Confederacy owes its main strength
to hope of assistance from Europe.

In the face of tbe fluctuating events of the
war; tbe attarnatio'-- s of victory and defeat; the
capture ot New Orleans the advance of th
redorala to Corinth, to Memphis, and the banks
of th Mississippi as far as Vicksburg, con-
trasted on the other hand, with tha failure of the
attack on Charleston, and the retreat from before
Richmond placed, too, between allegations so
contradictory from the contending powers her
Mojesty's government are still determined to
wait.

In order to be entitled to a place among th
independent nations of the earth, a State ought
to have not only strength and resources for a
time, but afford promise of stability and

Should the Confederate States of
America win that place among nations, it might
be right for other nations justly to acknowledge
an independence achieved by victory, and maia-taine- d

by a successful resistance to all attempts
to overthrow it. That time, however, has not.
in the judgment of her Majesty's government,
yet arrived. Her Majesty's government, there-
fore, can only hope that a peaceful termination
of the present bloody and destructive contest
rnav not be distant. I am, etc,

Russell.
THE BLOCKADK AGAIN.

Afr Mason to Earl Russel.
2t Upper sxrMotm St., portmak Sotare,

January , 18S3 iMy Lord : In a communication which I had"
the honor to address to your lordship, dated on
the 7th July ultimo, I said:

"I am instructed by a recent dispatch from the
Secretary of State of tbe Confederate States of
America to bring to the attention of your lord-
ship wbat w.-ul- sesm to be an addition engraft-
ed by her Maj sty's government on the prin
ciple of the .aw of blockade, tg established by
the Convention of Paris in 1856, and accepted
by the Cm federate States cf America at the in-

vitation of her Majesty's government "
Tbe " addition'' to the principlo of blockade

referred to is stated in my communication to
have appeared in a letter from your lordship 'to
Lord Lyons, of tho 15:h of February preceding,
then recently laid before Parliament.

I stated further in that commnnication, quot-
ing from the instructions of t::e President:

If such be the interpretation placed bv
Great Britain on the trea'y ot 1856, it is but just
umi inn uuvernment should he oiheially in-
formed."

And, aftet pointing out the force and effect
ascribed by the President to this modification of
the principle of blockade to the prejudice of the
interests of the Confederate States, my com-
munication to your lordship proceeded as fol-

lows :

' I have, therefore, tha honor to reqnest. for
me iniorraation or my government, that your
lordship will be good enough to solve the doabt
entertained by tbe President of the Coefede-rat- e

States as to the construction placed by the
government of her Majasty on the text of the
convention of Paris, as accepted by the gov-
ernment of the Confederate States in tbe terms
herein before cited that is to say, whether a
blockade is to be considered as effective when
maintained at an enemy's port by a foree snffi
cient to create an evident danger of entering or
leaving it, and not alone where sufficient really
to prevent access "

To that commnnication I was honored only
by a reply from the Hon. A H. Layard, dated
at the foreign office cn the 10:h of Ja'y, inform-
ing me that he was directed by your lordship to
acknowledge its reoeipl; nor htve I since boon
honored by any communication from your lord-
ship furnishing an answer to the specific and
important inquiry thus made under instructions
from my government.

Oa the 4th of August following I transmitted
to tbe Secretary of State of the Confederate
States, a copy ot my communication to your
lordship of the 7th of Jnly, together with a ?

of the reply of Mr. Layard, aud asked for fur-
ther instructions made necessary by the silence
of the foreign office in regard to the inquiries
thus submitted.

I have now, within a few days oast, received
a dispatch from the Sacretary of State, in reply
to mine of the 4th of Attst, the tenor of
which I am directed to communicate to your
lordship.

1 am instructed to say that, from the oacars
thus sabmitted, it would appear to the govern-
ment of her Majes'-y-, after having invited the
government of tbe Confederate States to eoncur
in the adoption of certain principles of interna
tional law, and a'ter having obtained its assent,
assumed in efficial dispatches to derogate from
the principle thus adopted, to tbe prejudice of
tbe interests and rights of the Confederacy ; and
that upon being approached, in respectful and
temperate terms, witL a request for explanation
on a matter of such d6ep concern to the Confed
eration toat cabinet refuse! a reply.

Her Majesty's goverrntait rau have no
just ground for refusing the explanation asked
because of the absence of the recognition of the
independence of the Confederate States by the
other nations of tbe world. It was not in the
character of a recogniaea lniepwnaenr ictnr
but in that of a recognized belligerent, that the
two leading powers of Western Europe ap
proached the government ol those states with a net;-.- r

proposition for the adoption of certain priuci- - not
pies of publie law, as rules which shall govern j ca
the mntuil relations between the people of the
Confederacy as belligerents, and the nations of
Europe as neutra's, during the pending war.

Two of these rules were for the special honest
of Great Britain a 0.0.5 of tuo. neutral powers.
It wan agreed that her flag should cover enemy's J

goods, and that her goods should be safe under
the enemy's flag.

The former of these two rules concedsd to j

ber, as a neutral, rights which she had stonily j

refused when herself a belligerent, with a sin-

gle temporary waiver thereof in her late war
with Knssia. To these stipulations in her favor j

the government of the Confederate States will j

adhere with scrupulous fidelity. On ths part of
her Msjesty's government it was agreed that no j

biockaiie should be co isHered binding unless j

"maintained by a force sufficient really to' pre-
vent access to the coast of the enemy," and yet
on the first occasion which arose for the applica-
tion of this, the only stipulation that eonld be of
practical benefit to the Con federate States dar-
ing the war, ber Majesty's Secretary of State for
foreign affairs, in an official dispatch published
to the world, appends a qualification which in
effect destroys its whole value, and when up
pealed to for an explanation of this apparent
breach of an existing solemn agreement between
the neutral and the belligerent, declines au an-

swer.
In view of these facts, I am instructed by the

President to address to. yoar lordship, aa her
Msjesty's Secretary of State for foreign affairs,
this formal protest on the part of the govern-
ment of tbe Confederate States against the ap-

parent (if not executed) purpose of her Majes-
ty's government to change or modify, to tho
prejudice of (he Confederacy, the doctrine in re- -

sjBl

la'kn
Majes

to blockade
govern me

the of
that of the Confed- -

erate S'ates, considered to do pieogea.
I am farther instructed to say that the Preai

dent ah. tains, for the present, from taking any
.Vrther action than by his protest thus present
ed. a&d to accompany it by the expression o
his regrat that such painful impressions should
be produced on
suit from tbe f
between the
States and that

I have, etc.

so am
or

of the

J. M

Confederate

THE ACTIONS AT GALVESTON AND CHARLPJS-TON- .

Mr. Mason la Earl Russell
24 Cp MR Setmocr St.. Portx SqraRE,

February 16,

My Lord: I m it incumbent me to ask
tbe attention of Her Majesty's government to re-

cent intelligence received here in regard to the
blockade at Galveg'on, in the S'ate of Texas,
and at Charleston in the State of South Caro-
lina.

First, a? respects Galveston, it appears that
the blockading squadmn of tbe Unite! States
was driven off from that port and harbor by
superior Confederate force, on the Itt day' of
January last, one ship of that squadron was
captured, flag-shi- p destroyed, and the rest
escaped, making their way, it is said, to some
mint of the Southern coast occupied by the
United States forces. Whatever blockade of the
port of flalvestnn. therefor. ny haw ornvinna
ly existed, I snbmit, was raise
destroyed by the superior forces of the

Again, as rspec!s the cort of
through the ordinary channe's of i

wo have information, nncootrad ct
alleged blockade of that port
manner raised and destroyed by a st
federate force at very eariv hour oi
January ultimo, two ships of the
squadron having been snnk, a tt
di'abled, and what of th

fl at was entirely driven c rT the cot
I have the honor to submit, therefore,

alleged pre esisting bi.'ckade of the
said, was terminated at

Charleston,
nteliigence,

escaped
squadron

that
potts afore-Glvest-

the dav
of January last, and Charleston on the 31st of
tbe same mon'h: principle clearly stated in
letter have had tbe honor to recervo from vout
ordship.da'ed the 10h inst .in the folio win

words The driving off blockade force by
superior force does brik blockade, wl ich nviv
be renewed de tuno in the usual foim
b;ndmg upon neuir
; ''mitrel by nil text
e3tablished by decis

am aware that c

of these events ma;
government of her
quenees attending

:ajesty.

i a
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a

1

rd

any

a a
I

on tr
" a a

a
to h

I

a!s," a
on pflblie law,

not reached
but the eonsi-- e

removal blockade
(whether to be renewed or not) are so important
to tbe commercial interests involved, that I
eonld loose no timo -i akiog that snch meas-
ures may be takn by her Mijsty's govern-
ment in relation thereto as will best tend in the
resumption of a commercial so long
pi seed under restraint.

I avail myself of this occasion to acknowledge
the receipt of your lordship's letter of 10th
of February inst , to which I shall have the
honor of sending a reply in the conrse of a day
or two; and am, etc, J. Mvson.

Emrl Russell to Mr. Mason
Foreign OmrE. February 16. 1863.

Sir I have the honor to acknowledge tbe
receipt of your letter of this date, calling my
attention to occurrences, as renorted in th
public prints, at Gheston and Charleston on
the 1st and 31st of January, respectively, and
I have the honor to inform yoa teat your
shall considered by her Msjesty's Govern-
ment. Yours, etc., Bu.ssell.

Mr. Mason to Earl Russell.
No n Street.

uKr.a. oijuake, LO.tDON. Feb. If"
My LoRl: I have honor to .ack- -

the receipt of your letter of the lOt'o of
instant, in enswer to mine of January

but referrirg more especially to inquiries
I had tbe honor to addmaa to your lord- -

the instruction ot the Secretary of
otim hi nit, ivuiue.it states o- Am
the 7th of Jnly last, concerning the
tion plsced hy her Majesty's Goverumei;

of tbe principle of blockade
to m the Convention Pri

shall, as early as practicable, communicate
the letter of to the government atRichmond, but will anticipate here the satisfac
tion with wbioh the will receive tbe
assurance cf your lordship that no of res-pec- t

was intended by acknowledgement,
other renly, to the inquiajes contained

in my letter of July.
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the separation of the States, and tbiJ. althoo th.
the duties uuder tbe Confederate goveram
are roach lower than those exacted by the Uai --

ted States.
As regards other portions of your Icrdship'

letter, I may freely admit, as it is there stated,
that a blockade Won'd be in legal existence
althongh a sudden storm or change of wia-- i

might occasionally blow off the blocking squad-
ron. Yet, with entire respect, I do not see how

on IBe coast. Acd &gin, wn
formed whether or no a defense
inadequacy of tbe blockading
urged in cases of capture before
in America, I can well ae hoi
tense would he when presented
nentrai ship whose governnaei
objected to, bat bad admitted t
the blockade. I Lave, etc ,

, . Earl Russell to Mr 9

Sir : With reference to my le!

instant, acknowledging the recei
ter of that day calling attention I

which had reached this country
that" the blockade of the ports ot

Wbe his lordship's report has bee
md considered, I shall have the honoi

iurther comnranieatian to you on ti
I am, etc.,

Earl Russell to Mr. Mason
Foreign Offick. Feb S

Sir I haw the hou r to ttckrjowlet

principle of blockade in l5d by the con-
ference at Paris.

I have already, in my previons letters,
to you the views of h?r Majesty 'a gov-

ernment on this matter, a"d have oothing-furtbt- r

to add in reply to your lint letter, except
to observe that I have not intended to state that
any number of vessels ot a ctrui.i bniM or run-na-

might left at liberty freely to enter
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